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FRER OFTWO
FROMOREGON CITY

THOMAS HARDIN I8 KNOWN BY
'LOCAL OFFICERS AND HAS

COURT RECORD HERE ‘
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Plead Guilty in Circuit Court of Cut. ‘
ting Fred Hoffman in Braul—
Jumped Bail of $1000
After Arrest
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That Thomas Hardin, the man who
murdered two persons, shot his wife,
and then killed himsellf at, Chehalls
Wednesday night, was a former resl-
dent of Oregon City und had a record
in the local courts, were developments
of the case which were revealed Thurs-
day evening in this city.

On Labor Day, 1911, Hardin engaged
In a quarrel with Frederick Hoffman
at a saloon located on the corner of
Elghth and Main streets and was ar-
rested by Sherilf Mass. Hoffman was
hadly cut about the face and hands
and although the wounds did not re-
sult seriously, permanent scars were
left.
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Hardin was taken before the justice
court a few days later for his prelim-
inary hearing, the city through Re-
corder Stipp having walved all rights
In the matter. Hardin was bound over
to the grand jury and placed under balil
of $1,00), A few days after the hear-
ing Hardin disappeared and after no-
tifving the police of the various citles
throughout the northwest, the man p
was located at Chehalis, Wash., Sher-
iff Mass made the trip to the Wash-
ington city and returned with Hardin
who remained {n the county jall unti!
his trial.

Farly in the winter, the case was
taken before the circuit court and ‘
Hardin plead gullty. Judge Campbell
sentenced him to an  intermediate
term of from six months to two years
but suspended the scwiénce on ac- C
counti of his family.

Came From Virginia,

Hardin came to Oregon from Vir-
ginla with his family shortly before
the trouble in the local saloon. He
lived In the country a short distance
from town and was =2n.gioyed cutting
wood, His reputation around the city
is said not to have been the best, and
had been arrested by the nolice offi-
cials several times previous to the
quarre! with Hoffman. The date of
his leaving this city for Chehalis Is
not known here,

Tragedy Occurs at Chehalis.

The triple tragedy occurred at the
Hagerman home on lower Pacific ave-
nue, Chehalis,

Mrs. Hardin is lying at the point of
death at a Chehalis hospital and is not
expected to recover.

The shooting was the outcome of do-
mestice trouhles, Hardin resenting the
nresent of his wife in the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Hagerman, who had given
her refuge.

Two Others Narrowly Escape.

Bud Stoddard, a neighbor of the Ha-
germans, and Florenmce Smith, a daugh-
ter of Mrs. Hagerman by a previous
marriage, escaped with their lives by
fleeing from Hardin through a bed-
room window,

Wednesday evening to Sheriff Fos-
ter, Coroner Newell and Attorney Cun-
ningham, of Chehalis, Bud Stoddard
related the story of the triple murder
and suieide. The Hagerman family
was at supper, when one of the chil-
dren reported that Hardin had been
seen jn the street ontside.

Saturday Hardin had been put un-
der hond to kep the peace, after hav-
ine made threats against his victims
nf tonight. Sunday he professed re-
ligion at a revival meeting, testifying
to the peace yithin his soul.

Wednesday within a moment after
the family had pulled down a window I

Placed on Ball. I
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blind after his present outside was re-
ported a noise was heard at the kitch-
en door of the Hagerman home,

Mrs. Hardin passed out of the din-
ing-room and met Hardin, who shot
her through the abdomen. She (fell
near the doorway of the dinning-room.

Mrs. Hagermau was the next victim.
She stepped into the kitchen, Hardin
shooting her in the back of the head
as she started to run from him. She
fell inside the dining-room.

Mr. Hagerman started to rise from
his chair when Hardin, who had by
this time entered the dining-room,
fired two shots into his body, one en-
tering the left side of his head and
coming out of the cheek on opposite
side, the other entering his right
breast.
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